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Reward offered
The family of Jeff  Hammer is 

offering a $5000.00 Reward for the 
information leading to the arrest 
and conviction of  the hit-n-run 
driver responsible for the death of 
Jeff Hammer. The accident occured 
Saturday morning September 27, 
2008 at the corner of Hershey Road 
and Shannon Route. Please contact 
the Stephenson County Sheriffs 
Offi ce at 815-235-8252.

AUTO:
BUICK, 1999 Park Avenue. Good 
condition, excellent mileage. Call 815-
273-4111
NISSAN, 2008 Versa. 48,872 miles. 
Great gas mileage. Retail Value: 
$12,400. May be seen at ADVANTAGE 
ONE CREDIT UNION, 204 N. Jackson 
St., Morrison. 877-772-7215

CARD OF 
THANKS:

SMITH: The family of Ardis Smith wish 
to thank our family and friends for their 
prayers, food, and comforting words 
during our loss of our loved one.

Your kindness is appreciated.
Sherry & Family
Jim & Jan Dillow

FAULKNER: We would like to extend 
a heartfelt thank you to all of those who 
sent fl owers or food or maybe even a 
card. No matter how big or small the 
gesture, they are all very much appreci-
ated. It is nice to know that Dad impacted 
so many people and that he is going to 
be missed by so many.

Donna Faulkner
Charlie and Kris Faulkner Family

Julie and Sheldon Ebersole Family
Brenda and Kyle Bothe

DAYCARE:
WATCH ME GROW DAYCARE next to 
Shannon Middle School has openings 
for children 6 weeks and up. Snacks and 
naps keep us on the go for learning activi-
ties, fun outings, art projects and lots of 
play. Contact Dawn at 815-864-3192
DAYCARE OPENINGS. 25 years experi-
ence! (815) 493-2120 Sheryl Strohecker

FOR SALE:
Be energy independent. Classic OUT-
DOOR WOOD FURNACE from Central 
Boiler. Heat all your buildings. 25-year 
warranty available. Call Today! NORTH-
WEST PLUMBING, HEATING & PUMPS 
- (815) 684-9977
PAPER FOR SALE: Suitable for shred-

ding - great for livestock bedding, pack-
ing material, etc. Call the CARROLL 
COUNTY SENIOR Services Organiza-
tion at (815) 244-1800, 306 N. Main, 
Mt. Carroll.
REDUCED IN PRICE— Please Don’t 
Quote Me, the book NOW $25. Avail-
able at The Prairie Advocate, 446 S. 
Broad St., Lanark or call 815-493-2423. 
By mail add $5.00. A GIFT FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS!

HELP
WANTED:

DEPENDABLE, full time experienced 
help for grain/beef farm.  Drivers 
license, references required.  815-
235-1669.
AG TECH, Mt. Carroll  seeking Full-
Time/Part-Time Spring Help. Truck 
driver, able to work on equipment and 
advance in position. Call 815-244-
1222, leave message if no answer. 
Ask for Mike.
TIMBER LAKE PLAYHOUSE, Mt. Car-
roll, is seeking Box Offi ce personnel for 
the summer season.  Must be at least 
18 years old (or have graduated from 
high school) and be available May 10th 
through August 23rd. Will have to work 
some evenings and weekends.  Cus-
tomer service experience preferred. 
Send cover letter and resume to TLP, 
PO Box 29, Mt. Carroll, IL 61053 or 
mparsons@timberlakeplayhouse.org.
VACANCY POSTINGS: Eastland 
CUSD #308, Lanark, IL 61046. Dif-
ferential positions: 8th grade football 
coach for Eastland-Pearl City Coop-
erative. To apply, submit a letter of 
interest to:
Darcie Feltmeyer, Principal; Eastland 
Middle School; 601 S. Chestnut St.; 
Shannon, IL  61078. Application dead-
line:  Monday, April 5, 2010
MORING DISPOSAL is currently 
accepting applications for Class “A” 
CDL Drivers for local waste trans-
fer hauling and tanker runs. Ideal 
candidates should have the tanker 
endorsement and a minimum of 2 years 
experience with a good driving record. 
Moring Disposal offers an excellent 
wage and benefi t package including 
medical, dental and optical, life and 
401-K. Apply in person at 306 E. Main 
St. in Forreston, IL or 2110 McNeil Rd. 
in Rock Falls, IL. Apply between the 
hours of 7:30 AM and 4:30 PM, Monday 
through Friday. Moring Disposal con-
ducts pre-employment and random 
drug screening.

R E A C H  O V E R  1 5 , 7 0 0  H O M E S  I N  N O R T H W E S T  I L L I N O I S  W I T H  A  C L A S S I F I E D !

ADOPTION
Adoption:  Loving parents and their 9 year old 

adopted daughter would love a baby brother 

or sister.  Stay at home mom, professional 

dad. Expenses Paid.  Please call Becky / Mike 

800-472-1835

ADOPTION  Loving Dad & stay home Mom 

with open hearts are ready to offer your baby 

a lifetime of love and happiness. Expenses 

paid. 1-877-607-5890 hello2julie@gmail.

com  LCFS Lic. #012998

AUTO DONATIONS
Donate Vehicle  RECEIVE $1000 GROCERY 

COUPON. NOAH’S ARC Support No Kill 

Shelters, Research to Advance Veterinary 

Treatments.  FREE TOWING, Tax Deductible,   

Non-Runners Accepted.  1-866-912-GIVE.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
ALL CASH VENDING!  Do you earn up to 

$800/day?  Your own local candy route. 

Includes 25 Machines and Candy All for 

$9,995.  1-800-453-5882 AIN#BO213.

CLASSIC/ ANTIQUE CARS
midwestclassiccars.com  19 Different 

Classic Car Clubs, 80 Classic Car Events 

and over 900 different classic and hard 

to fi nd vehicles for sale. Check out 

midwestclassiccars.com

EVENTS/SHOWS
ANTIQUE SPECTACULAR, March 5th-7th, 

QCCA Expo Center, 2621 4th Avenue, Rock 

Island, IL - Quad Cities. Friday, 5-9pm ; 

Saturday,10am - 6pm; Sunday, 11am - 4pm. 

$6, antiquespectacular.com, (712)326-9964

FINANCIAL
AMERICAN TAX RELIEF **SETTLE IRS BACK 

TAXES** Do You Owe Over $15,000?  If so ... 

Call us Now!             **FREE CONSULTATION**  

For Less Than What You  Owe! Stop Wage 

Garnishments! Remove Bank Levies Tax 

Levies & Property Seizures! Stop Payment 

Plans That Get you No where! Settle State 

and Business Payroll Tax Problems Eliminate 

Penalties, Interest Charges & Tax Liens! 

**SETTLE IRS BACK TAXES**  NO OBLIGATION  
CONFIDENTIAL CALL AMERICAN TAX RELIEF 
1-800-569-7951  **FREE CONSULTATION**
CREDIT CARD RELIEF *** FREE 
CONSULTATION ***  - Save Thousands of 
Dollars -  OUT OF DEBT IN MONTHS!  AVOID 
BANKRUPTCY!  CREDIT CARD RELIEF  NOT 
A High Priced Consolidation Company  Or 
A Consumer Credit Counseling Program.  
Call CREDIT CARD RELIEF 866-475-5959  
***FREE CONSULTATION***

FURNITURE  FOR SALE
Cherry Bedroom Set Solid Wood ENGLISH 
DOVETAIL New in factory boxes! NEVER 
BEEN USED! Originally $4500  FOR ONLY 
$795  Can deliver!  312-238-8607

HELP WANTED
Growing family-owned directory publishing 
company seeks full time, salaried advertising 
salesperson.  Base salary, commissions, 
health insurance, car allowance, 401K. 
Please fax resume 815-787-1400. www.

HomePagesDirectories.com

THE ILLINOIS PRESS ASSOCIATION

CLASSIFIED ADS

THE
TABLE
Great River
Outreach

926 VIADUCT RD
Savanna

(old Chestnut Park School)

— FREE MEALS —
11:30 - 1:30 Mon. thru Fri.

Volunteers Needed!
815-273-4450

TRANSPORTATION AVAILABLE

815-990-6511

No matter what you can offer,
Or  sell that you have,
Look no more further,
You’re reading an ad,

That you could now place,
In minutes or less,
Call us right now,

‘Give us a Chance!
Place your classifi ed ad today in

The Prairie
Advocate

CIRCULATING OVER 15,000 PAPERS PER WEEK!
GIVE

ANDREW WILLIAMSON
or TAMMY BURKHOLDER

a call today ...
(815) 493-2560!

HELP WANTED DRIVERS
We’re Growing! We need Professional 

Class-A CDL drivers! Practical Mile 

Pay, Great Benefi ts, Guaranteed Home-

Time, Strong, Stable, & Safe. 1 Year OTR 

experience required www.veriha.com 

800-333-9291

$$$ Your Future Tomorrow Starts Today  

$$$ 100% APU Equipped. OTR Drivers 

Wanted. Pre-Pass EZ-pass. Every 60K mile 

raises. 100% NO Touch. Butler Transport.  

1-800-528-7825

HELP WANTED / INSURANCE
SALES REPRESENTATIVE NEEDED. Most 

earn $50K-$100K or more. Call our branch 

offi ce at 847-296-2454. Ask for Sonia 

Martinez, or e-mail sonia.martinez@

insphereis.comVisit www.insphereis.com.

MISCELLANEOUS FOR SALE
4 FOOT WHITE PINE TREES Delivered / 

Planted / Mulched. $64.50/tree. North I-80 

PETS:
HEARTLAND PET WELFARE’S Shelter 
for Homeless Cats & Kittens is bursting 
at the seams! Approximately 75 animals 
are available for adoption to good homes. 
We have many different ages & colors; all 
looking for a loving individual or family. 
To set up an appointment to see these 
beautiful felines, please call 815/244-
6543 or 815/273-3183

SERVICES
OFFERED:

FRANSEN TREE SERVICE. Trimming, 
Chopping & Removals. FREE Esti-
mates - Insured. Resonable Prices. 
Call 815-238-0273
ANDREW’S AUTO DETAILING: Great 
Quality! Great Service! Call for details 
(815) 590-9014
FIRST RATE CLEANING is looking 
for new homes to clean in your area. 
We are fast, professional, trustworthy 
and most importantly BONDED & 
INSURED. Call Amy today for a Free 
Estimate. 815-232-1915
D&G TREE SERVICE: Topping, Trim-
ming & Removal. Free estimates. 
Insured. (815) 225-5020 or (815) 
213-1015
RSB COMPUTER WORKS. Complete 
repair upgrading and system set-up. 
Reasonable rates. Contact Rick 815-
684-5702
SHARP COPIES:   Color Copies, Cheap 
Prices   1-800-368-1012

HAPPY 
ADS:

$74.50/tree. Buy 10/1 FREE! Residential, 

Commercial, Agricultural Call for sizes / 

varieties / shades. 217-886-2316 www.

atwoodtrees.com

NOTICES
DIVORCE  with or without Children $125.00. 

With FREE name change documents and 

marital settlement agreement. Fast and 

easy. Call us 24hrs/7days: 1-888-789-

0198; www.CourtDivorceService.com

REAL ESTATE
C21 COVERED BRIDGE REALTY *44 Acre 

Horse Farm *147 Acre Farm at $4,400 per 

Acre (Agent Owned) Call John 815-878-

2812 100 South Main, Princeton

VACATION/TRAVEL
Carolina Golf Getaway  for Couples. Enjoy 

3 days /  2 nights, unlimited golf &  FREE 

breakfasts. Luxury accommodations. 

Only $149. Call 866-334-3253, x2446 or 

carolinagolfgetaway.com

SPECIALTY:
LANARK SHOE REPAIR: Complete 
shoe repair. Zippers replaced in most 
anything, incl. golf bags. Patching 
& hem work done. Sewing done on 
leather items. Connie Holbrook - 493-
6296
RAFFLE: 1961 Harley Sportster, 
900cc Raffl e - $10.00 tickets. Stop in 
for details at CHESTY P’s, Polo. 815-
946-3326

HAVE YOUR PHOTO put on that
Special Cake!

ALSO, Call Me for Your Customized 
EMBROIDERY Needs!

Call Sheryl Strohecker at 493-2120
SHOOTING STAR KARAOKE & DJ 
SERVICE is looking to be at your next 
party ... for bookings. Price starting at 
$150/4 hours. Call Liz today at 815-
238-3655.

WANTED:
NEWSPAPERS, aluminum cans for the 
Senior Services recycling project. Will 
pick up in Lanark and Milledgeville on the 
2nd Saturday of the month, and Chad-
wick and Thomson on the 3rd Saturday. 
In Lake Carroll, take to the Conference 
Center Shed. In Mount Carroll, take to the 
Senior Center from 9AM to 1PM, Mon. 
thru Friday. 244-1800

WEB SITES:
Antique tractor t-shirts to 
“green” cloth shopping bags 
and everything in between. Visit 
Errantwolf Designs at www.
errantwear.com.

Public Notice
 The Jo-Carroll Depot Local 
Redevelopment Authority is 
currently accepting bids for 
the 2010 mowing season. 
Maps are available in the 
offi ce. Please send bids to 
Jo-Carroll Depot LRA, 3651 
Crim Dr., Ste. 1, Savanna, IL  
61074. For more information 
call (815) 273-4371. All bids 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 17, 
2010.

Public Notice
The Jo-Carroll Depot Local 
Redevelopment Authority 
is currently accepting bids 
for snow removal for the 
2010/2011 season. Maps are 
available in the offi ce. Please 
send bids to Jo-Carroll Depot 
LRA, 3651 Crim Dr., Ste. 
1, Savanna, IL  61074. For 
more information call (815) 
273-4371. All bids must be 
received by 4:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 17, 2010.

Wish this “Katy-did” a
Happy 30th Birthday

on March 5th!
Happy Birthday

to:
Le. Kenzie, Izaak

& the ol’ guy ...
David Kent
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DIRECTV FREE MOVIES 3 Months! NO 

Equipment or Start-Up Costs! Free HD/DVR 

Upgrade! Other Packages Start $29.99/

mo!  Ends 7/14/10.  New cust. only, qual 

pkgs. Call DirectStarTV 1-800-206-6525 

(MCN)

DISH NETWORK. $19.99/Month (for 12 

months) Over 120 Channels. FREE Stan-

dard Professional Installation - Up To 6 

Rooms.  PLUS $400+ New Customer Bo-

nus! 1-877-805-7991(MCN)

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Train for high pay-

ing Aviation Maintenance Career. FAA ap-

proved program. Financial aid if qualifi ed 

- Housing available. CALL Aviation Institute 

of Maintenance (888) 349-5387 (MCN)

Business Opportunity: LIMITED TIME OF-

FER!  I will Help 10 people make $10K 

in 30 days.  One Time ONLY $275.  Could 

this be you?  RU ready??  Call 1-800-704-

2334 (VOID IN SD) (MCN)

FREE DIRECTV 4 ROOM SYSTEM!  285+ 

Channels!  Starts $29.99!  FREE Show-

time, Starz!  130+ HD Channels!  2 FREE 

DVR/HD!  No Start Costs!  Local Installers 

1-800-233-0319 (MCN)

$412 Daily! Data entry positions avail-

able online! Internet needed.  Income is 

Guaranteed! No experience required. Start 

today!  www.datafromhome.net   (VOID IN 

SD) (MCN)

DISH Network. Best Offer Ever!  $19.99/mo for 

12 months, 100+ Channels. FREE Standard 

Professional Installation- up to 6 rooms (with 

Agreement). Over $400 New Customer Sign-

up BONUS. Call Now! 1-877-478-1894 (MCN) 

Donate your Car Truck or Boat to HERITAGE 

FOR THE BLIND Free 3 Day Vacation, Tax De-

ductible, Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 

Care Of. 1-877-212-0046 (MCN)

LOOKING FOR OTR Co. Drivers, Class A CDL, 

with 2 yrs. Exp.  Good Benefi ts and Home 

Time.  1-800-831-4832 Ext. 1402 www.

schusterco.com E.O.E. (MCN)

ASSEMBLE MAGNETS & CRAFTS from Home!  

Year-Round Work!  Excellent Pay!  No Experi-

ence!  Top US Company! Glue Gun, Painting, 

Jewelry, More! Toll Free 1-866-844-5091 

(MCN)

FEDERAL POSTAL JOBS!  Now Hiring!  Earn 

$12-$48 per hour/ No Experience, Full Ben-

efi ts/ Paid Training.  NOW HIRING!  1-866-

477-4953 (MCN)

Help Wanted: $$EARN EXTRA INCOME$$  

Working from home.  $5.00 for every envelope 

Processed with our sale brochures.  Guaran-

teed!!  Free Information.  1-866-838-1028 

www.funsimplework.com (MCN)

$8000+ FOR ENVELOPES!  Receive $6-$8 for 

every envelope stuffed with our sales bro-

chures: Guaranteed!  Postage, supplies fur-

nished.  1-800-288-4779 (MCN)

EVERY BABY DESERVES A HEALTHY START. 

Join more than a million people walking 

and raising money to support the March of 

Dimes. The walk starts at marchforbabies.

org. (MCN)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY: ALL CASH VEND-

ING! Do you earn $800 in a day?  Your own 

local candy route.  Includes 25 Machines 

and Candy All for $9,995. 1-888-614-1179 

(NOT VALID IN SD) (MCN)

HOMES FOR RENT: ***FREE Foreclosure 

Listings*** Over 400,000 properties na-

tionwide.  LOW Down Payment.  Call NOW!  

1-800-785-4121 (MCN)

UNIQUE ADOPTIONS, LET US HELP!  Person-

alized Adoption Plans.  Financial Assistance, 

Housing, Relocation and More.  Giving the 

Gift of Life?  You Deserve the Best.  Call 

Us First!  1-888-637-8200. 24-HR Hotline. 

(MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION?  We 

can help you!  Housing, fi nancial, medi-

cal assistance available.   You can choose 

adoptive family and be involved in plans.  

Call 24/7.  Forever Blessed Adoptions. 

1-800-568-4594 (MCN)

WANTED OLD JAPANESE MOTORCY-

CLES KAWASAKI Z1-900 (KZ900) 1972-

1976, KZ1000 (1976-1980), KZ1000R 

(1982,1983), Z1R, S1-250, S2-350, S3-

400, H1-500, H2-750, HONDA CB750 

MIDWEST FREE COMMUNITY PAPERS

CLASSIFIED ADS

CLASSIFIED AD DEADLINE:  MONDAYS @ 12:00 NOON
12 WORDS = $5.00 pre-paid only • 20¢ per word over 12 words — See them on our website!  

CASH, CHECK or MASTERCARD & VISA     •     EMAIL CLASSIFIEDS TO lizlang@pacc-news.com

REACH 2 MILLION HOUSEHOLDS! Do you 

have a product, service, or business that 

would be helped by reaching over 2.7 mil-

lion households throughout Iowa and the 

surrounding states? The Midwest Classifi ed 

Network will allow you to reach these po-

tential customers quickly and inexpensively. 

For more information concerning a creative 

classifi ed ad call this publication or Midwest 

Free Community Papers at 800-248-4061 

or get information online at www.mcn-ads.

com (MCN)

SEARCH THOUSANDS OF CLASSIFIED ADS 

FROM AROUND THE MIDWEST! Give it a try! 

Go to http://www.mw-ads.com. Ads from 

Free Papers offer you great bargains. (MCN)

WANT TO ADVERTISE TO THE MIDWEST?  

Place your classifi ed ads in the Midwest 

Classifi ed Network anytime online at www.

midwestfreeclassifi eds.com(MCN)

ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE from Home.  

*Medical, *Business, *Paralegal, *Account-

ing, *Criminal Justice. Job placement as-

sistance. Computer available. Financial Aid 

if qualifi ed. Call 800-401-2385 www.Cen-

turaOnline.com (MCN)

DIRECTV SAVE $29/ mo FOR A YEAR! No 

Equipment/ Start-up Costs! Free HD/DVR 

Upgrade!  Other Packages Start $29.99/ mo! 

Ends 7/14/10.  New cust. only, qual. pkgs. 

Call DirectStarTV 1-800-973-0138 (MCN)

(1969-1975), SUZUKI GS400, GT380, CASH 

PAID, FREE NATIONWIDE PICKUP. 1-800-

772-1142, 310-721-0726 (MCN)

PREGNANT? CONSIDERING ADOPTION? Call 

Us First! Living expenses, Housing, Medical 

and continued support afterwards.  Choose 

Adoptive Family of Your Choice. Call 24/7. 

ADOPT CONNECT 1-866-743-9212 (MCN)

* REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! * Get a 

4-Room All-Digital Satellite system installed 

for FREE and programming starting under 

$20. FREE Digital Video Recorders to new 

callers, SO CALL NOW. 1-800-795-8649 

(MCN)

CUSTOM WEBSITE DESIGN $197- Honest 

U.S. web designer needs work- fast & beau-

tiful call Casey 1-800-249-4149 or Email 

casey@DesignClick.com (MCN)

TEXAS RANCH LAND SALE!  20 Acres.  Only 

$12,900.  0 Down, $99/mo.  Near growing 

El Paso!  No Credit Checks.  Owner Financ-

ing.  Money Back Guarantee 800-755-8953 

www.sunsetranches.com (MCN)

HELP WANTED: SALES & ACCT EXECS 

NEEDED!  Make $45,000-$80,000/ yr No 

Exp Needed, Paid Training!  Benefi ts, Bo-

nuses- FT/PT avail.  For more info 866-807-

4953 ext 102 (MCN)

What’s 
On Your Mind? 
by Bob Herman, ACSW

In Honor of 
Adolescents

When my son was 16, he began 
to think about ways to challenge 
and distinguish himself.  He envi-
sioned doing things he felt sure no 
peers had ever done – an adventure 
that would test his skill, courage 
and resourcefulness in some unique 
way.  Many readers can probably 
recall similar visions during their 
adolescence: hitchhiking across the 
county, building a raft and fl oating 
it down the Mississippi to the Gulf 
of Mexico, publishing an original 
comic book, soaring in a home-
made glider …or maybe building an 
elegant hotrod out of a junker. Such 
visions stretch our imaginations 
and fi ll us with valuable excitement 
about our future potential.  Some 
visions prove to be attainable, and 
some may require more than our 
current readiness.  But they all 
infuse us with excitement and a 
sense of adventure.  

My son envisioned a long 
camping trip, possibly alone and 
far away from home.  Though he 
had been camping before, he had 
never experienced camping alone 
or far away from home.  He seemed 
to have no confl ict about taking on 
this adventure, but I worried that it 
was too big for a fi rst step forward.  
I wanted him to pursue his goal 
… but safely.  Thus, negotiations 
began. Grudgingly, he accepted a 
scaling down of the dream.  I tried 
to be clear that I saw his dream 

not beyond realization but rather 
requiring some smaller preliminary 
steps – readiness steps.  

The negotiated plan gave him 
four days in a nearby State Park 
campground, alone and with only 
one stipulation: since he would have 
no companion to call for help in 
case of illness or accident, he had 
to phone me by nine o’clock each 
evening just to check in.  Failure to 
call would terminate his adventure.  
Though he bristled a bit at these 
limits, he packed his gear, and we 
headed out for the State Park.  He 
had done his planning, made lists 
of equipment and food he’d need, 
and on the drive there, we reviewed 
how much food and ice he’d need. 
I suggested we stop at a nearby 
supermarket to gather it up, since 
he’d have no car available once I 
left him at the campground.  In the 
market, I could sense his resentment 
over my disruption of his plan to go 
solo (and maybe he was right – he 
would probably have found a way 
to get to the market on his own). 

When we arrived at the camp-
ground, I offered to help him set 
up camp, but that was going too 
far.  He wanted to do it himself … 
and he was right!  I headed home, 
impressed by the determination 
he had shown in pursuing what 
he wanted, no matter how it turned 
out.  The hours passed back in the 
city, and the agreed on telephone 
check-in time came and went.  No 
call.  I was back in the car, heading 
for the campground an hour away. 

When I arrived at about 11:00 
PM, the campground was surpris-
ingly dark … and very empty.  It 
was Sunday night, and it appeared 
that the few campers we had seen 
when we arrived had packed up 
and gone home.  My son’s pup tent 
sat alone in the huge campground.  
He was alone!  I found his site 
and parked with my headlights 
illuminating his tent.  I called to 
him.  He emerged from the tent, 
irritated.  He displayed his resent-
ment at my demand that he pack 
up, and he continued snarling while 
he dumped all the equipment and 
supplies into the car. Interspersed 
were some explanations for why 
he couldn’t call me, but even while 
explaining, he kept loading the car. 

Flash forward one year.  My 
son again approached me with a 
plan to go camping, this time with 
his friend.  They wanted to spend 
a couple of days on an island in 
the Mississippi River, he told me.  
But there was something timid, 
restrained in his request, and I ask 
him about it.  He told me that, after 
last summer’s camping “disaster”, 
he expected me not to help him 
setting up another camping trip. I 
was stunned!  In that moment I real-
ized that he and I had come away 
from last year’s camping experience 
with very different interpretations.  
He was feeling that he’d failed and 
had lost credibility. He thought he 
had earned an eternal condemna-
tion for “screwing it up”.  He had 
no awareness that I was actually 

quite proud of him for pursuing 
his dream and having the guts to at 
least try.  Having seen the strangely 
ghostly campground, I knew that I, 
too, would have felt uncomfortable 
there, despite my years of camping 
experience, and would have found 
a way to get myself out of there.  

“That was last year,” I said to 
him.  “This is now.  You are older, 
wiser and with additional experi-
ence under your belt.  Of course you 
can camp out with your friend.”  
And he did spend a couple of days 
on the Mississippi with his best 
friend, a weekend complete with a 
long night of horrifi c storms and 
lightning.  But they made it. 

This story always reminds 
me that our adolescent sons and 
daughters deserve our respect as 
they stretch for new horizons, often 
suffering humiliation and “defeat”. 
What we need to value is the special 
courage and spirit given to teens 
in that time of life when we will 
try things we might never again 
attempt in later years.  

I think back to my fi rst adven-
ture canoeing and camping in the 
wilds – a four-day odyssey.  I was 18 
– two years older than my son when 
he had his State Park adventure.  
My best friend and I set out with 
no conception of what was required 
for such a trip.  We were unprepared 
for the two days of battering rain, 
had not brought along enough 
food and we confronted situations 

that placed us in real danger.  We 
arrived at our destination sick and 
exhausted. Yet that misadventure, 
for which I might not have had the 
spunk a few years later, opened 
me to a life of adventure on the 
Mississippi.  

When teens try to do some-
thing special, especially when 
their plans seem unreasonable or 
unrealistic to their parents, they are 
vulnerable – not to their parents 
or to real danger so much as to 
their own self-esteem.  They can 
be quite hard on themselves (as 
my son was after his fi rst ill-fated 
camping trip alone) because they 
believe they have failed.  They can 
feel humiliated and need a way out 
that saves face.  We can’t control 
how they interpret their own expe-
riences, but perhaps, remembering 
our own dreams and ambitions in 
adolescence, we owe it to them to 
let them know that we respect their 
efforts and their willingness to take 
risks, whatever the result.    

• • •                 
I invite suggestions for sub-

jects you’d like to see discussed in 
this column:  mail4bobh@gmail.
com, or send a note (Attn: Bob 
Herman) through The Prairie 
Advocate.  I also enjoy opportuni-
ties to meet personally with any 
group interested in discussing 
family or child-rearing topics (at 
no fee).


