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FOR RENTFOR RENT
FOR RENT: 2 bed/1 bath - Updated bath 
& fl ooring. Non Smoker, No Pets, Deposit 
& Rent References Required. $400/
month. Call 815-541-8684
LANARK: 3 BR house w/garage. $500 
month. Water/garbage included. 815-
864-2085
MT. CARROLL: 1 bedroom apartment. 
Rent is $295 and includes water, sewer 
and garbage co l lec t ion .  Major 
appliances, off street parking and on site 
laundry facilities. Please call 1-800-686-
4041 for more info. Equal Housing 
Opportunity.
SAVANNA: 2 BR House. Appliances, 
W/D hook-up. No pets. References & 
Rent/Deposit - $400 each. 815-493-
6664 or 815-821-4267
SAVANNA: 1 BR house. Appliances, 
A/C, 2 car garage. Water included. No 
Smoking, No Pets. $425. 815-758-0591
SHANNON: Nice 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments includes parking, water, 
trash and sewer. 815-734-6335 or 815-
499-6732

FOR SALEFOR SALE
THOMSON: 4 bedroom, 2 story, 1½ 
bath home with basement. $89,000. You 
may qualify for $8,000 tax credit! Call 
815-259-3168

The Prairie Advocate is all about 

fi nding the right buyer/renter for 

your Real Estate. That’s why you’ll 

fi nd your ad on our website at

www.pacc-news.com!

In Carroll County — it’s

Call Me! Patti
815.266.4020

21-78 Lake Carroll Blvd., Lake Carroll, IL

y

Town,Town,
LakeLake
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CountryCountry

www.isenhartrealty.com
 LANARK MT. CARROLL LAKE CARROLL
 (815) 493-2323 (815) 244-5000 (815) 864-2390

Nick & Bonnie Isenhart, Brokers  Serving You Since 1977

CHADWICK:  $62,500
2 BR, 1 Bath, 2 Car Gar.

CHADWICK:  $63,000
3 BR, 1 Bath, ML Laundry

CHADWICK:  $85,000
3 BR, 1 Full/2 Half Baths

CHADWICK:  $89,000
3 BR, 1.5 BA, 2 Car Gar.

CHADWICK:  $89,900
2 BR, 2 Bath, 2 Car Garage

CHADWICK:  $115,000
3 BR, 2 BA, 3 Car Garage

FOSTER COURT SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY • MT. CARROLL

If your income is less than $26,940 for two (2) people or 
$23,580 for one (1) person, you may now rent!!!

• ground fl oor • maintenance-free living
• small town setting • independent living
• handicapped accessible • security lights
• private entrance • large closets
• appliances & individual  • on-site laundry 
heating/central air

For more information or a private showing, call 815-244-8748

1
bedroom
apts. available

NEW LISTING

1801 Chicago Ave., 
Savanna

815-273-1071

CALL TONY McCOMBIE
1-815-541-8684

See listings priced to sell at 
www.millsrealty1.com

I can show ANY office’s listings!

121 Third St., Savanna
$97,500

2-story brick/stucco Craftsman style 3-BR, 2-BA 
home. Nicely updated with newer kitchen, baths, 
flooring, furnace and water heater. Lower level 
family room with a fireplace and a .5 bath. Other 
features include: a front 4-season room, rear 
open porch, walk up attic and a detached 1.5 
stall garage. Convenient to downtown Savanna 
with a private feel yard. You will love this house 
and you have to see it to believe it.

Three Stories 
about Teens 

The following scenes may be 
familiar to parents of  teenagers, 
though some endings may seem 
strange. All come from my work 
with parents, and each, I believe, 
reveals some truth about life with 
a teen.

First Story. Two parents are 
explaining to me why they dread 
doing what they know they must 
do: suspending their 16-year-old’s 
driving privileges. “You see, driv-
ing is the most important thing in 
Jack’s life. He fi nds some reason to 
use the car every day. It makes him 
feel more like an adult to be able to 
drive himself. He thinks his friends 
admire him more since he got his 
license. He’ll be so upset when we 
tell him we’re suspending his driv-
ing.” But in the face of his driving 
record over the past six months, his 
parents believe he is not safe. He’s 
had two minor accidents (both his 
fault), has twice “borrowed” the 
car without parental permission, 
has allowed other teens in the car 
with him with no adult present 
(which he’s not permitted to do) 
and he’s had a warning ticket from 
a well-meaning offi cer for speed-
ing. For his parents, the message 
is clear: he needs some time to 
mature before he uses the car. 

Before they leave my offi ce, I sup-
port their instincts that their son 
isn’t yet responsible enough to be 
behind the wheel, and I encourage 
them to do the very hard thing they 
must do.

When they come to see me 
the next week, they report a hell-
ish confrontation: they’ve told 
him the car was off  limits for six 
months, and, as they predicted, 
he responded with rage, tears, 
accusations, threats, the slamming 
of  doors, etc. “And what about 
the next day,” I asked. “The next 
day?” mom asks. “Well, ….he came 
home from school,” she recalls, “ 
… and he seemed pretty normal. 
I think that was the day he asked 
if  I’d make his favorite dinner … 
just like nothing had happened the 
day before. Yah, he was friendlier 
than usual, not loathing us, I’d 
say. I remember I was surprised 
that he wasn’t still enraged and 
bitter.” I suggest that the parents 
can just dismiss their son’s obliga-
tory fi rst response on the evening 
they laid down the law (like the 
fi rst pancake you make that needs 
to be tossed out) and listen to 
his second response the next day. 
“That’s where you’ll fi nd your son’s 
deeper response to the limits you’ve 
set. If  only unconsciously, Jack 
feels understood, cared for, safer 
and calmer. He’s no longer alone, 
trying to manage what is beyond 
his readiness.” 

Second story. A mother tells 
me she is doing daily battle with 
her daughter. “War” is all that is 
left of their relationship, she says. 
Battles occur over anything and 

everything they can fight about 
(the horrendous mess in the teen’s 
room, the boys she hangs out with, 
her unwillingness to do her share 
of household chores, her slipping 
school grades, her hostile and con-
temptuous manner with all family 
members, her inappropriate dress, 
etc.). In tears, the mother confi des 
to me that she never shares any 
nice moment with her daughter 
anymore. She hated these angry 
scenes between them, and she sus-
pected her daughter hated them 
just as much. The mother tells me it 
feels like there never was (….never 
had been) anything good between 
them – that their former close rela-
tionship was all an illusion. “How 
can I feel like a mother when I’m 
perpetually fi lled with anger and 
hurt at her total disregard for me 
and disregard for what I ask her to 
do?” How, indeed? 

I suggest that after a chosen 
length of battle with her daughter, 
she might try glancing at her watch 
and saying, in her friendliest tone 
(like in the old days), “Hey, if  we 
hurry there’s still time to catch 
that movie you were talking about 
last week. It will get you to bed 
pretty late, I know … but you’re 
not doing your homework anyway 
(friendly chuckle).” Or try, “You 
know, I haven’t had a banana split 
in years. Why don’t we go over to 
Bill’s Diner and treat ourselves to a 
couple of splits.” The mother cast a 
look at me that said, “You haven’t 
heard a word I said. Are you sug-
gesting that I should reward her for 
being so hostile? Can you expect 
me to do something fun with her on 
the heels of a knock-down, drag-
out fi ght with her?” Good ques-
tions. I suggest another way to look 
at it: “Maybe stopping the action 
and switching to doing something 
pleasant together, if  she’ll accept 
it, would remind her that you still 
remember that your relationship 
includes more than your differ-
ences. Maybe it would cause your 
daughter to question who the angry 
person in the room really is. Maybe 
your surprise turnaround would 

help your daughter realize that, in 
the fi nal analysis, Mom can wish 
good things for her, no matter how 
red Mom’s face may be during the 
fi ght. And maybe this turnaround 
will simply disarm her, unscript
your daughter, especially if  all that 
hostility is designed to make you 
angry and push her away.”

The mother tried it. Her 
daughter was caught off  guard 
and confused … but went for the 
banana split. Gradually, things did 
lighten up between them.

Third story.  A mother tells 
me a story. Her fourteen-year-old 
daughter is excitedly waiting to be 
picked up for a ride to a friend’s 
party – the fi rst party for which a 
fancy invitation has been received – 
and she’s wearing raggy jeans and a 
sweatshirt. The mother cautiously 
asks, “Are you sure those clothes 
are dressy enough for this party?” 
The daughter explodes, “You still 
think we’re living in the 50’s, don’t 
you? You think the boys are wear-
ing ties and have their hair slicked 
down with Brylcreem, don’t you? 
You don’t know anything about 
how my friends dress. Stop trying 
to make me just like you. This is 
what everyone wears.” The mother 
defers to her daughter’s judgment.

Four hours later her daughter 
is returned home, looking terrible. 
Though her daughter’s face has 
already answered the question, 
the mother asks, cautiously, “How 
was the party?” Upon hearing 
her mother’s voice, the daughter 
again explodes with angry sar-
casm: “Thanks a lot! You think 
it’s just fi ne to leave me alone. Do 
you have any idea how humiliated 
I felt? Are you my mother, ‘cause
I thought mothers are supposed 
to protect their daughters from 
embarrassment. I guess that’s just 
a modern idea – not something my 
50’s mother would know about. Do 
you know what’s like to be dressed 
differently from everyone else. I hid 
in the girl’s bathroom during the 
whole party. Does that sound like 
a good time, Mom?”

Moral: This, too, will pass.

I invite suggestions for sub-
jects you’d like to see discussed in 
this column: mail4bobh@gmail.
com, or send a note (Attn: Bob 
Herman) through The Prairie 
Advocate. I also enjoy opportuni-
ties to meet personally with any 
group interested in discussing 
family or child-rearing topics (at 
no fee).

What’s 
On Your Mind? 
by Bob Herman, ACSW

March 19-20-21, 2010

Indoor Sports Center “ISC”, 8800 E. Riverside Blvd.

Fri. 4-8, Sat. 10-6, Sun. 11-5 

Rockford, Il

It’s all here...Motorhomes, Campers, It’s all here...Motorhomes, Campers, 

Two giant expo halls filled to the walls with RV fun!

$1 OFF
ONE PER ADULT ADMISSION

Brenda@showtimeproduction.net, 815-877-8043, 815-877-9037-fax 
www.showtimeproduction.net

Travel Trailers, Great Vacation Ideas!Travel Trailers, Great Vacation Ideas!

“A Travel Adventure!”“A Travel Adventure!”

CAMPING & TRAVEL SHOWCAMPING & TRAVEL SHOW
RV, RV, 

Come on in...the door is open!
Bike Trails, Antiques, Parks, Museums, Golf and

More in Northwest Illinois
Request a FREE 2010 FREEPORT/STEPHENSON 

COUNTY, IL Visitors Guide
Call 800-369-2955 or email stephcvb@aeroinc.net

Name_________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________
City, State, Zip__________________________________________
Mail to: Freeport/Stephenson County CVB, 4596 U.S. Rt. 20 East, Freeport, IL 61032

www.stephenson-county-il.org

Identity Theft:  What to 
do to Protect Your Identity 

Identity theft is one of the fastest 
growing crimes of the 21st century.  
In a matter of a few hours, or days, 
your personal information can be 
used or sold by someone else. You can 
greatly reduce your chances of having 
someone gain access to your personal 
information by carefully managing all 
aspects of  your fi nancial and other 
personal matters. It is important you 
act immediately and aggressively to 
minimize the damage to your fi nancial 
and personal reputation.  

Attending a Carroll County Farm 
Bureau Quality of Life Action Team 
sponsored program on “Identity Theft:  
What to do to Protect Your Identity”  
on Wednesday, April 14 at 10 a.m. in 
the Naaman Diehl Auditorium at the 
Carroll County Farm Bureau.   

The program is at no charge to 
the public; however, registration is 
requested by calling the Farm Bureau 
office at 815-244-3001 by Friday, 
April 9.  


